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PHI 370 Philosophy of Religion 
 

Winter Hybrid 2019 

Winnipeg Campus 

 

 
Instructor: Dr. Lowell Friesen 

Office:  318 

Phone:  (204) 947-6701  ext. 424 

Email:  Lowell_Friesen@boothuc.ca 
 
 

Course Description 
 

This course will survey some of the central questions in the philosophy of religion.   What is religion?  

What are religious beliefs about?  What is the relationship between faith and reason?  Is a person 

irresponsible to believe something strictly on faith?  Can the existence of God be established?  Does the 

existence of evil prove that there is no God?  Can mystical experience or “intuition” give us knowledge of 

God?  Is there a genuine and deep conflict between science and religion?  We will read both classical and 

contemporary philosophers and the emphasis will be on careful critical analysis. 
 

Duration:   December 10, 2018 – March 8, 2019 

Intensive Week:  January 7 – 11, 2019 

Delivery Mode:   Hybrid (with lectures, printed materials, and online components) 

Credits:   3 Credit Hours 

Prerequisites:   PHI 100 Introduction to Philosophy 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date:   February 8, 2019 

Last Day to Request Extensions:   February 22, 2019 
 

Course Objectives 
 

Upon completion of this course you will (i) have a working knowledge of some of the central questions in 

the philosophy of religion. And because the course will engage with these questions in a careful and 

rigorous way, it will (ii) put you in a better position to decide the answers to these questions yourself, (iii) 

improve your capacity to think clearly and carefully about other difficult and complicated issues, and (iv) 

improve your ability to present and defend your own ideas. 

mailto:Lowell_Friesen@boothuc.ca


Page 2 of 8 

Course Materials 

 
Required Textbooks and Readings 

 

Peterson, Michael, William Hasker, Bruce Reichenbach, and David Basinger, eds. Philosophy of Religion: 

Selected Readings. 5th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2014. ISBN: 9780199303441 

 

The above book is your responsibility to acquire.  The two articles below, which will also be required 

reading, do not appear in this anthology.  They will be distributed electronically via MyBoothonline. 

 

Behe, Michael J. “Molecular Machines: Experimental Evidence for the Design Inference.” In Intelligent 

Design, Creationism and Its Critics, edited by Robert T. Pennock, 241–56. Cambridge, 

Massachusetts: The MIT Press, 2001. 
 

Paul II, John. “Message to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences.” The Quarterly Review of Biology 72, no. 

4 (December 1997): 381-383.  
 

Recommended Textbook 
 

Peterson, Michael, William Hasker, Bruce Reichenbach, and David Basinger. Reason and Religious 

Belief: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion. 5th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 

2013. ISBN: 9780199946570 
 

Although you are not required to purchase this book, I strongly recommend that you do.  It is designed as 

a companion text to the required anthology and nicely synthesizes the texts we will be reading.  Also, a 

significant amount of lecture material will be drawn from it.  It would be a valuable resource for any 

student taking the course, but especially for anyone with limited library access, as it might be the best 

place to look for help in understanding the course readings and an excellent place to begin research for 

assignments. 
 

Schedule and Important Dates
1
 

 
Abbreviations: Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings [PRSR] 
 

Symbols: “°” indicates a reading that will be distributed electronically 

                          “*” indicates a reading that was assigned during the preparation period (and therefore may 

not need to be read again) 

 
All assignment deadlines are at 8:30 AM (CST) on the indicated day (except for the institutional deadlines 

involving Voluntary Withdrawal or Course Extension Requests). 

 

12/10 – 

01/06 

Preparation for the Intensive Week 

Readings: Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief,” PRSR, 103-108. 

Reichenbach, “The Cosmological Argument from Contingency,” PRSR, 

151-160. 

                                                 
1 This is a tentative schedule and the actual pace of the course may differ from it. 
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Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence,” PRSR, 329-337. 

Plantinga, “The Reformed Objection to Natural Theology,” PRSR, 207-216. 

John Paul II, “Message to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences.” ° 

Gould, “Two Separate Domains,” PRSR, 538-545. 

Dawkins, “Science Discredits Religion,” PRSR, 546-549. 

Important Date: Reading Journal due Monday, January 7th 

 
The readings for this preparation period are taken from each of the major topics in the course.  They will 

set up our discussion of their respective topics.  They also include some of the more difficult course 

readings and the reason for assigning them at this stage is so that you will spend some time grappling with 

them prior to our time together and, therefore, perhaps be in a better position to get more from our 

discussion of them.  I have not micromanaged the reading schedule for this portion of the course, since it 

will take place over the Christmas season and we will all be juggling this course with holiday-making.  I 

invite you to work on these readings as you are able.  I warn you, however, not to leave it to the last week.  

Some of these readings will be hard-going and you will need to put in the time in order to adequately 

respond to them in your reading journal (more on the reading journal below). 

 

01/07 – 

01/11 

Intensive Week 

 

01/12 – 

01/23 

Faith and Reason 

Readings: Aquinas, “The Harmony of Reason and Revelation,” PRSR, 96-99. 

Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief,” PRSR, 103-108. * 

James, “The Will to Believe,” PRSR, 109-115. 

Evans, “Critical Dialog in the Philosophy of Religion,” PRSR, 120-126. 

 

01/24 – 

02/03 

Reason and the Existence of God: Cosmological and Teleological Arguments 

Readings: Reichenbach, “The Cosmological Argument from Contingency,” PRSR, 151-

160.* 

Hume, “Critique of the Analogical Teleological Argument,” PRSR, 180-186. 

Paley, “The Analogical Teleological Argument,” PRSR, 177-179. 

Behe, “Molecular Machines: Experimental Evidence for the Design 

Inference.” ° 

Collins, “The Anthropic Teleological Argument,” PRSR, 187-196. 

Important Date: Short Essay 1 due Monday, January 28th 

 

02/04 – 

02/13 

Reason and the Existence of God: The Problem of Evil 

Readings: Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence,” PRSR, 329-337.* 

Hick, “Soul-Making Theodicy,” PRSR, 357-364. 

Adams, “Horrendous Evils and the Goodness of God,” PRSR, 374-382. 

Important Date: Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline February 8th 
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02/14 – 

02/24 

Knowing God Through Experience 

Readings: Plantinga, “The Reformed Objection to Natural Theology,” PRSR, 207-

216.* 

Pargetter, “Experience, Proper Basicality, and Belief in God,” PRSR, 217-

222. 

Proudfoot, “Religious Experiences as Interpretive Accounts,” PRSR, 59-67. 

Martin, “Critique of Religious Experience,” PRSR, 68-78. 

Important Dates: Short Essay 2 due Monday, February 18th 

Last Day to Request Course Extension, February 22nd 

 

02/25 – 

03/08 

Science and Religion 

Readings: John Paul II, “Message to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences.” *° 

Gould, “Two Separate Domains,” PRSR, 538-545. * 

Dawkins, “Science Discredits Religion,” PRSR, 546-549. * 

Kitcher, “At the Mercy of Chance?” PRSR, 565-573. 

Polkinghorne, “The Universe as Creation,” PRSR, 580-589. 

Important Dates: Term Paper due Monday, March 4th 

Short Essay 3 due Saturday, March 9th 

 

Course Evaluation 

 
Your course grade will be determined as follows: 

 

Graded Component Percentage of Course Grade 

Reading Journal 20% 

Short Essays 40% 

Term Paper 40% 

 

Reading Journal 

 
Ideally we would all have completed all of the course readings prior to our week together.  The timing and 

format of the course, however, makes the ideal unrealistic, so we will settle for doing the best we can.  

Thus, a number of the course readings have been assigned for the period prior to the intensive week.  For 

accountability purposes, you will complete a reading journal for those readings.  A reading journal will not 

be required for the readings assigned after the intensive week.  The short essays will then assume the role 

of the reading journal.  Your reading journal will consist of written responses to questions I will supply 

and the expectation is that, although the assignment is called a reading journal, your responses will be 

written in prose, as opposed to bullet-points, and demonstrate a thoughtful and serious engagement with 

the texts.  Additional instructions regarding reading journals will be posted on MyBoothonline when the 

course officially begins.  Reading journals will be due on Monday, January 7th, 8:30 AM (CST). 
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Short Essays 

 
You will be required to submit at least 2, of a possible 3, short essays of 3-5 pages in length.  Students 

who elect to submit 3 will drop their lowest short essay grade.  The essays will require you to synthesize 

and comment on a number of course readings on a given topic, and each will be a response to a question 

or prompt I will provide.  These essays will target course material and will not require you to do any 

additional research, though you are certainly permitted to do so.  Essays must be formatted (with title 

page, bibliography, etc.), and your sources, including course readings, cited in accordance with an 

established academic publication style (e.g., APA, MLA, Chicago).  Additional instructions will be posted 

on MyBoothonline in advance of the deadlines.  Deadlines for the short essays are 8:30 AM (CST) on 

January 28th, February 18th, and March 9th respectively. 

 

Term Paper 

 
For the major assignment of this course you will write an argumentative/persuasive essay in which you 

defend a thesis of your choice.  It is expected that your essay will be 8-10 pages in length and that you will   

do some independent research for it.  You are strongly encouraged to consult with me about your topic and 

thesis.  I will also happily provide feedback on an outline or draft if I receive it at least 2 weeks prior to 

the submission deadline.  Your essay must be formatted (with title page, bibliography, etc.), and your 

sources cited, in accordance with an established academic publication style (e.g., APA, MLA, Chicago).  

Additional instructions will be posted on MyBoothonline in advance of the deadlines.  The deadline for 

the term paper is March 4th, 8:30 AM (CST). 

 
Voluntary Withdrawal Date February 8th 
Time Extension Deadline February 22nd 

 

Grade Scale 

 

Numerical Grade Letter Grade 

93-100 A+ 

85-92 A 

78-84 B+ 

70-77 B 

65-69 C+ 

60-64 C 

50-59 D 

≤ 49 F 

 
Here is how Booth UC interprets letter grades and grade points:  

 

A+ (4.5)  Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior organization, 

exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject matter with sound 

critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may be awarded 
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only with the approval of the Academic Dean.  

A (4.0)  Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent organization, 

excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject matter with sound 

critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base.  

B+ (3.5)  Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, demonstrated 

ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of good critical 

judgement, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under  examination; very good 

familiarity with the relevant literature.  

B (3.0)  Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of critical 

capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under examination; 

evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature.  

C+ (2.5)  Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature.  

C (2.0)  Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; some  

evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the  

material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature.  

D (1.0)  Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter and some 

evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used.  

F (0)  Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the subject 

matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the literature; 

failure to satisfy course requirements.  

 

Policies 
 

Extensions and Late Assignments 

 
If you have a legitimate reason (e.g., family or medical emergency) to receive an extension on an 

assignment, I will do my best to accommodate you.  However, it is your responsibility to contact me well 

in advance, or, in the case of an emergency, in a timely manner, to make alternate arrangements.  

All decisions regarding extensions will be made on a case-by-case basis, and I reserve the right to deny 

your request or ask you for evidence (e.g., a doctor’s note) of your need for accommodation.  Late 

assignments for which no extension was granted will be assessed a penalty of 5% per day up to a 

maximum of four days (20%) after which the assignment will no longer be accepted. 

 

Appeals 

 
I will do my best to ensure that grades are assigned fairly, but you should not hesitate to approach me 

about any questions or concerns you might have about any grade you receive on any assignment or exam. 

Although I cannot promise that we will ultimately agree on the grade your assignment or exam should 

receive, I do promise to listen to your concerns and take them seriously. If, having discussed your 

concerns with me, you still believe that your grade is unfair, you have the right to launch a formal appeal. 

Booth UC’s policy on appeals can be found in the Academic Calendar.  

 

http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/dfla/mobile/index.html#p=19
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Academic Integrity 

 
As a student, it is also your responsibility to familiarize yourself with Booth UC’s policy regarding 

academic integrity.
2
  

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In short, 

it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to state the 

source of well known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to acknowledge the 

sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted directly or 

paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to written material 

and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It will 

also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an assignment in whole or in 

part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or answers of another student in any 

test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. 

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 

before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 

determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals). 

 

If you have a question regarding academic integrity that is not answered above, don’t hesitate to  

direct it my way. 

 

Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 

Classrooms 

 
We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement between 

professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only for the purposes of 

course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), downloaded material, or other 

electronic devices such as cell phones require the express permission of the instructor. Social networking 

sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth 

classrooms. The use of personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege 

which may be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 
 

  

                                                 
2 The policy can also be found in the Academic Calendar. 

http://online.anyflip.com/ezsa/dfla/mobile/index.html#p=20
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Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 
 

It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests.  Any term work that has not 

been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of final exam period for 

the term in which the work was assigned.  At the conclusion of this time, all unclaimed term work will be 

destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 

 

Withdrawal Voluntary Withdrawal Date 

 
Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the instructor and 

contact the Booth University College Registrar at 924-4861 and/or your program advisor.  


